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10-1.  PURPOSE 
 

This rule implements provisions Chapter 48 of the Montgomery County Code, governing solid waste disposal and 
recycling, within Rock Creek Gardens.  Detailed requirements are further explained on the county solid waste 
website:   
 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/sws/   
  
 

10-2.  POLICIES 
 

a. Collection and disposal of trash, compostibles, and recyclables within Rock Creek Gardens shall be 
implemented in accordance with the procedures specified in Paragraph 10-3.  Recycling is mandated 
by county code and applies to all residents.   
 

b. Except for designated trash, compost, and recycling collection areas, the general common elements 

shall be kept free of trash to avoid attracting vermin and other animals, and to enhance the appearance 
and sanitary condition of the community.  Curbside pickup of trash and recyclables is specifically 
prohibited by county code.   

 
c. Collection and disposal of household trash, compost, and recyclables is carried out by private 

contractors selected by the Board of Directors.  Payment for trash removal services is a common 
expense provided for in each annual budget.  
 

d. Unless otherwise notified by the on-site office, household trash and recyclables will be collected daily, 
Monday through Saturday, including holidays.  Recyclables will be collected on Mondays and 
Thursdays.  Compost will be collected weekly.  For those weeks where a holiday is observed on a 
Monday, recyclables will be collected on Tuesday. 

 
e. To the extent possible, soft garbage and food waste (meats and non-fibrous fruits and vegetables) 

must be disposed of either by depositing in the compost container located in each trash collection area 
or by using the food disposer installed within each unit.  Hard garbage (bones, carcasses, egg shells, 
fibrous fruits and vegetables (including skins), coffee grounds, and tea bags) should be deposited in 
the compost container. Bacon grease and similar fats, and used cooking oils should be tightly bagged 
and deposited with household trash.   
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f. Garbage and other compostable material may be deposited directly (unbagged) in the compost bins.  

Bagging is not required but if bags are used, they must be compostable.  Ordinary plastic trash bags are 
not compostable and must not be placed in compost bins.  Compostable bags and countertop compost 
containers for home use are available from a variety of online and other retail sources. 
 

g. Unit owners are responsible for maintaining in-unit food disposers in good working order and replacing 
them when necessary. 
 

h. Pet waste must be disposed of only in the marked receptacles provided for that purpose.  The 
depositing of pet waste in household trash, compost, or recycling containers is prohibited. 
 

i. The containers located in the pool enclosure and picnic green are reserved for refuse generated by 
activities at those locations and may not be used to dispose of general household trash or recyclables. 

 
j. Violations of any trash or recycling procedures included in this regulation are subject to sanctions as 

follows: 
 

k. Violations of any part of this rule, except violations involving prohibited items listed in Paragraph 10-4:  

$50 per identifiable violation. 
 

 
 

10-3.  COLLECTION PROCEDURES 
 

a. Trash, compost, and recyclables must be deposited only in the marked containers within the fenced 
collection centers located throughout the community.  Curbside pickup of trash and recyclables is 
specifically prohibited by county code.   
 

b. Containers are clearly marked for the following separate types of refuse: 
 

(1) Non-recyclable garbage and household trash 
 

(2) Compost (Smaller 14-gallon container) 
 

(3) Recyclable mixed paper, to include newspapers, magazines, writing and printer paper, and 
cardboard. 

 
(4) Recyclable co-mingled materials, to include clean (rinsed) plastic, glassware, cans, aluminum, 

and other metals. 
 

c. All non-recyclable household trash in must be placed in plastic bags and securely sealed before being 
deposited in a marked trash container. 
 

d. Paper and cardboard refuse must be placed only in the containers marked “Mixed Paper” while 
glassware, plastic, and metal refuse must be placed only in the containers marked “Commingled 
Materials. 
 

e. Cardboard boxes must be completely flattened before being placed inside of a mixed paper container in 
order to conserve space.  Flattened boxes that are too large to fit inside a mixed paper container must 
be placed immediately behind the mixed paper containers.  
 

f. The placing household trash in compost or recycling containers and recyclable materials in compost or 
trash containers is expressly prohibited.   
  

g. In order to minimize noise to nearby units associated with disposal, trash and recycling materials may 
be brought to the collection centers only during the following hours.   
 

Monday through Friday - 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday - 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
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10-4.  PROHIBITED ITEMS 

 
a. As defined by county code, the following items are not considered household trash or recyclables, and 

must either be taken personally to the Montgomery County Solid Waste Transfer Station or hauled to 
that facility at personal expense: 

 
(1) Demolition or construction debris produced by renovations or alterations, such as drywall, lumber, 

flooring, carpeting, cabinetry, countertops, vanities, sinks, tubs, and plumbing fixtures. 
 

(2) Appliances, furniture, and electronic equipment. 
 

(3) Any large or oversized items that will not fit in the containers located in the collection areas.  
 

(4) Scrap metal. 
 

(5) Any flammable or explosive substances. 
 

(6) Any items or substances designated by the state or county as hazardous materials.  These include-- 
 

(a) Oil-based paints. (Note:  Water-based 
paints, (e.g. latex) may be disposed of 
in household trash containers provided 
that leftover paint is allowed to dry and 
become solid.) 
 

(b) Paint thinners or solvents. 
 

(c) Used or unused motor oil and other 
lubricants. 

 

(d) Used or unused anti-freeze, brake 
fluid, or hydraulic fluid. 

 

(e) Vehicular and rechargeable 
household batteries. 

 

(f) Acids and other corrosive liquids. 
 

(g) Fireplace ashes. 
 

(h) Thermostats, thermometers, and compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) containing mercury.  
 

(i) Fluorescent tubes. 
 

b. In some cases, the community trash disposal contractor may be able to provide hauling services for a 
fee.  Residents anticipating such a need should coordinate in advance with the on-site office or make 
arrangements with a private hauler. (Note:  Contact information for a private hauler is included in the 
Community Directory portion of the Rock Creek Gardens Resident’s Handbook.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 





 


